
Hi-Life
Bellefontaine High School Student News
October 28, 2019     Bellefontaine, OH         Volume 1, Issue 2

PowderPuff
Three-Peat

NHS helps the 
Columbus Marathon

Homecoming Recap

Are you ready for 
AP Mid-Terms?

Hi-Point Costume Party



Pride of the Tribe Marching Band 
Photo by Rylee Fulleton

JRob celebrates being first in line. 
Photo by Anthony Snapp

This year’s Homecoming celebration kept 
with Bellefontaine’s longstanding tradition: 
the Thursday night parade ceremony, spirit 
week, the Friday night football game, and 
finally the dance on Saturday night. This 
year introduced food trucks at lunch.
 The parade starts on Main Street, 
goes all the way down North Main street 
and ends at Bellefontaine High School. 
Floats included the Homecoming court 
escorts, the boys’ and girls’ soccer, golf, and 
cross-country teams, along with football, 
tennis, and volleyball.  
 After the parade, Fall sport teams 
and Homecoming court including the 
king and queen candidates are announced/
recognized. King candidates were Garrett 
Gross and Ben Sailors. While queen candi-
dates were Aryn Angel, Hannah Rader, and 
Lauren Carter. The Queen was announced 
to be Aryn Angel at the Friday night game 
and the King Garret Gross on Saturday 
night. 
 The dance started out interesting, 
as students led a peaceful protest to try to 
get the lights in the cafeteria turned off.  Al-
though not initially working, eventually the 
lights were turned off. Many kids danced to 
all the songs and had a blast doing so. 

by Carter Sterling

Soon to be Queen Aryn Angel, 
Photo by Makayla Hayes

AP Students 
Succeeding
Under Pressure

by Aryn Angel

Believe it or not, some students are already 
taking midterms in the middle of October. 
Juniors and Seniors who are taking rigor-
ous AP classes will likely have midterms 
as well as exams at the end of the semester. 
These midterms are to see how much nec-
essary information students are retaining 
before the upcoming AP test. 
 Junior Hunter Tolsen believes he 
would do “impeccable,” because all of the 
material he has learned is understandable.  
 Senior, Peyton Houck said “I am 
not as stressed as I need to be.” 
 Mr. Robinson’s AP United States 
History has taken their midterms already 
because the class is a one-semester block. 

by Liz Stevenson

The class overall says they believe they did 
well. 
 In Mr. Robinson’s class, a majority 
of the students are unsure whether they 
will have midterms in their other classes, 
but they feel if they had a week of study 
time, they would do really well on their 
midterms.

QuizBowl is a club at Bellefontaine High 
School where a group of students compete 
in competitions throughout the year.  
 Ben Sailors was flying solo his 
Freshmen year. His job was to assemble a 
team so that the club would be functional. 
“Although it was a little daunting at first, it 
taught a lot of great lessons and now here 
we are.”  
 The QuizBowl team now con-
sists of Lily Evans, Miriam Irick, Levon 
Howard, Cheyann Clingerman, Emma 
Heath, and Kirsten Hand. They have been 
to one NAQT tournament, the Whiz Quiz 
show, and they have just finished the CBC 
League. “We had never participated in the 
CBCs before and it was a great experience,” 
Ben mentioned.  
 They have won six out of the nine 
matches they participated in. Last year had 
been their first year that the team had gone 
to Nationals in a while. Sailors said, “We 
won two of our matches there and grew so 
much closer and stronger as a result. He 
also says, “I would also like to thank our 
wonderful sponsors who made the trip 
possible.”

QuizBowl Ready to 
Compete

by Riley Suman

School’s On Parade



Kaleidoscope Park. Photo by Lily Miele

Kaleidoscope 
Park Undergoing 
Renovation

by Lily Miele
Kaleidoscope park located in Belle-
fontaine has undergone some major 
changes over the past year.  
 Deconstruction of the park 
was ongoing throughout the Win-
ter of last year. The thought was 
to make the park safer and more 
family friendly and handicapped 
accessible. After a couple months of 
deconstruction, the park was finally 
being rebuilt.  
 In its place was a colorful 
plastic structure that was signifi-
cantly smaller than the original 
build. At first glance, there was 
not many activities that could be 
considered handicapped friendly 
other than a ramp leading upwards 
towards the slides.  
 Local students Tony Miele 
and Davion Long went to the park 
out of interest of what it currently 
looked like. The park is still under 
construction, but the two boys were 

intrigued to see what it currently 
looked like. Without entering the 
park due to construction, they were 
able to walk around the fencing and 
look at what the new park had built.  
 “Yeah, there was a normal 
playset with a couple slides as most 
parks have, then there was a cou-
ple of merry-go-round like things. 
There was also a thing made of 
3-D hexagons and you could climb 
throughout it, at the top of that one 
there was a long slide. An oddly 
shaped teeter totter and unfinished 
swings were also there,” Tony said.  
 The differences between the 
old park and the new one is evident. 
The new one is brighter and there 
seems to be more that kids can do 
to keep themselves entertained.  
 Davion mentions, “I thought 
it wasn’t as good or memorable as 
the old one, but I did like the new 
stuff that they had built there”.  
 The old park held many 
memories for people who grew up 
when it was around. Some people 
are still coming around to the new 
changes. Now a new generation of 
kids can enjoy the new park and 
make memories of their own. 

Ready for Red 
Ribbon Week?

by Daja Wilson

With the Homecoming season coming to 
an end, BHS prepares another spirit week: 
Red Ribbon week. The week of Oct. 28 
through Nov. 1, students dress according to 
a theme to raise awareness of living drug-
free. This week’s themes are: 
Monday is “Drug free head to toe”; crazy 
sock and hair day. 
Tuesday is “Team up against drugs”; wear 
your favorite jersey or t shirt or your favor-
ite team.  
Wednesday is “Put drugs to sleep”; wear 
your pajamas. 
Thursday “Scare drugs out of your life”; 
dress up as your favorite costume or Hal-
loween outfit. 
Lastly, Friday is “Chieftain spirit” day.



championship game. Due to low numbers 
the game had to be play 9 on 9 instead of 
a standard 11 on 11. The juniors won their 
first game 20-6 against the freshman which 
was played 8 on 8. Makayla Hayes did most 
of the scoring for the 2021 class at running 

back and 
on defense Erin Jackson took an intercep-
tion back to the house for six points. 
 The juniors met up in the cham-
pionship game with the seniors and this 
game was also played 8 on 8. The Juniors 
lost 18-0 to the Seniors due to a great 
defensive plan by the coaches and an even 
better performance by the players. Lexxi 
Gorham and Pascaline Lakaye both had 
interceptions for the 2020 class on defense 
helping the Seniors win. Garrett Gross has 
gone undefeated as head coach of the 2020 
powder puff team. Wide receiver Laney Yo-
der said, “We didn’t expect anything less”.

Sports
Class of 2020 Three-Peats at PowderPuff
by Anthony Snapp

 The Seniors won yet again for a third 
straight year. The annual Powder Puff game 
took place this Wednesday October 24th. 
The Seniors have an overall record of 7-1 
over their four years. Three-time coach 
Ryan pool said it “shows there is a lot of 
great athletes in this class and the fact that 
we won 3 straight shows that”. Caitlyn 
Shumaker had a breakout performance at 
QB scoring all the touchdowns for the 2020 
class. 
 The first game was between the 
seniors and the sophomore the, final score 
was 26-6. The Shumaker sisters battled it 
out, Carmen scoring first for the Sopho-
mores to give them a 6-0 lead over the Se-
niors. Then Caitlyn scored 26 unanswered 
points to send the 2020 class to their 4th 

Class of 2020. Photo by Jackson Strzalka

Brandon Hayes. Photo by BHS YearbookMakayla Hayes. Photo by Jackson Strzalka

Lauren Carter. Photo by Rylee Fullerton

Chieftains Bring 
Home a Win to 
Homecoming 
Crowd
The Chieftains defeated the Kenton Ridge 
Cougars 41-7, Improving to 5-3 on the 
season, keeping their playoff hopes alive. It 
also showed the resilience of a senior-led 
team that lost its last two games in heart 
breaking fashion. This was more than just 
an average Friday night game though.     
 Friday’s game was Homecoming 
weekend for Bellefontaine. Being a senior 
you realize you only have a few games left 
before you will be sitting in the stands 
reliving the times you were under the lights 
and on the field playing for your school. 
Seniors hope that the tradition of winning 
will carry onto the younger classes and 
future classes to come. “If the older class 
set a culture then it will set a precedent 
for younger classes to follow,” said senior 
Anthony Snapp. 
 The team found inspiration in the 
Homecoming crowd. “It’s a really big game 
especially it being homecoming, where you 
want to win for all the people that come 
out and support you,” said captain Garrett 
Gross. 
 The Chieftains will look to keep 
their playoff chances alive on Senior Night 
as they take on the one-loss London.

by Ryan Pool



Arts & Culture

BHS Orchestra. Photo by Byron Sopher

Boys Cross Country 
Advances 
to Regionals

by Kyle Carper

by Brayden Smith

Les Fons Performs at BIS

The Bellefontaine Les Fons show choir per-
formed at the Bellefontaine Intermediate 
School on Oct. 21. The group performed 
their show “Come Alive and Dance” for 
the intermediate school kids. The purpose 
of the performance was to try and interest 
intermediate students to sign up for Junior 
Show choir academy. 
 The intermediate students that 
do sign up will be given the chance to 
perform their own song with choreography 
at the Les Fons opening night of Cabaret. 
Les Fons is hosting this as a fundraiser for 
future BHS musicals. Director Stacy Calton 
says that musicals can cost her up to “three 
to four thousand dollars just for licensing 
because the rightful owners need to make 
money from their works.”  
 Sophomore Caitlyn Neill said, 
“it went well, we always put full effort into 
each and every performance.” Many of 
the kids gave a positive reaction, which is 
a positive sign for the upcoming Cabaret 
show in November. 

The Boys Cross Country team had another 
strong showing at the District meet in Ce-
darville, qualifying for the Regional meet.
Senior Garrett Jenkins reflected on his 
team’s training: “The team was prepared 
to peak at the perfect time, of when it was 
most necessary.”
 Senior Nate Murphy led the 
team, running a 16:36, followed by Garrett 
Jenkins with a 17:01, sophomore Connor 
Skidmore with a 17:06, junior Evan Kauff-
man with a 17:29, and sophomore Patrick 
Donnely rounding out the top 5 running 
a 17:35. The team’s overall top 5 ranked 
third all time in school history for district 
performances. Freshman Gavin Wilson and 
Junior Justin Carper rounded out the top 7 
running times of 17:44 and 18:17 respec-
tively, the top 7 also ranked third all-time 
in district performances. Garrett Jenkins 
gave the team some tough love, grading the 
team with a “B; we did good, but not great, 
we did what we had to get out.”
 The team will compete at Troy 
Oct. 26. This will be the 23rd team coached 
by coach Ben Davis to compete at region-
als, his third as a Division 1 team. 

Coach Henry Ends 
a Successful Season 
and Career

The Bellefontaine Boys Soccer team was 
eliminated from the DII tournament with 
a 7-1 loss to Bellbrook.  Nate Hecker had 
the only goal with nearly two minutes left 
in the game. The Chiefs anticipated a tough 
match with the suspension of starting de-
fender Jackson Strzalka, who was issued a 
red card in the win against Ben Logan. 
 This was the last game for not only 
the seniors but coach Steve Henry. Henry is 
resigning after 16 years of coaching. Henry 
says “it’s the right timing for me” with his 
son’s upcoming graduation.  
 Bellbrook will advance to play 
Wyoming in the district finals.  

by Erin Jackson

by Byron Sopher

Orchestra Teams 
up for an Evening 
of Strings

The orchestra teamed up with Greenville 
High School to perform at the Dayton 
Masonic Temple for the annual Evening 
of Strings. Pieces that were played include 
“Tico Tico” and “The Phantom of the Op-
era.” Each orchestra teacher conducted one 
song. They were followed by three other 
combined orchestras that were from the 
Dayton area. After the main performance 
there was an encore. All three orchestras 
combined for one song.  
 The song “Norwegian Dance” was 
conducted by guest Mr. Drasti, a Grand 
Master Yamaha musician. After Drasti 
took a bow, the audience performed for 
him a rendition of “Happy Birthday” Laura 
Mitchell, Bellefontaine conductor, says 
that, “Overall the concert was fantastic. A 
little unorganized, but it was great”.



Around Town

NHS. Photo by Karma Williams

by Bri Burkhammer

by Karmy Williams

Things to Do:
Putt & Play Golf 
Center

NHS Works the 
Columbus 
Marathon

Putt N Play Golf Center. Photo provided.

Logan County is getting more and more 
options for entertainment. The Watkins 
family is contributing to this growth with 
their wonderful business Putt & Play Golf 
Center. 
 The Watkins went to a similar 
place in Grandview with putt-putt and sim-
ulators. They already loved golf, with each 
of their daughters being members of the 
BHS golf team.  The visit sparked an idea, 
and they decided to build a similar place 
for the Bellefontaine community. 
 The space and building already 
belonged to the family which was perfect. 
This helped to kick start the plan. It took 
10 to 12 months to finalize and kickoff. 
Financially it is worthwhile to the Watkins. 
 The family enjoys hosting birth-
days, or any family event. “We want the 
customers to have fun, and we can have 
fun with them too,” Mr. Watkins said. Mrs. 
Watkins added how people would always 
ask “what else do you have” when they 
finish the putt putt course. This is how they 
got the idea to add virtual reality, the golf 
simulator, and most recently laser tag.  
 I personally have experienced the 
putt-putt course and the golf simulators. 
Every time there has been great customer 
experience. The family truly makes you 
feel welcome and they enjoy the time spent 
there with you.  
 Putt & Play will have their two-
year anniversary in November of 2019. I 
highly suggest everyone go and check out 
what they have to offer.

This past Saturday the Bellefontaine Na-
tional Honor Society, Success Center, and 
Middle School volunteered at the Colum-
bus marathon. The marathon partners with 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital to help 
raise money for those kids that are in need 
and has for the past 40 years. 
 The students’ morning started 
bright and early having to be at the school 
at 7:15 am and getting back to the school 
at 3:30 pm. The jobs that all the groups 
had to do included: passing out food to 
runners after they were done, picking up 
trash, breaking down boxes, and taking 
full trash bin to the dump trucks and then 
bringing back empty cans. Sarah High, the 
director of the NHS group, said she was 
very impressed with the amount of people 
that showed up the day after homecoming: 
“Students donated seven hours of their 
time to this great cause and had a great 
time.” 
 As a reward for volunteering the 
NHS group will receive 500 dollars to go 
into their budget to help with this years’ 
service project. The group is happy to have 
had this experience to help the children at 
Nationwide Hospital.

When Ohio Hi-Point started planning 
their Fall Homecoming dance this year, 
they decided to mix up the theme. They 
will be having a costume party as there 
2019 theme. The student council prepares 
every dance and event at Hi-Point, and 
although the theme is unusual with the 
dance around Halloween it was the perfect 
way to celebrate.  
 The dance will start at 7pm and 
end at 10pm on Nov. 9, tickets are sold at 
the door. The prices are $7 for single and 
$12 for a couple. This dance is for anyone 
ages 15to 20. A form must be completed 
and signed by their school, workplace, or 
graduated school and be turned in by Nov. 
8th to Angie Walls. They must also have 
photo ID of any sort with them to enter. 
 The Student Council will also be 
hosting the dance at the end of the year as 
well. There is no dress code for the dance, 
but the costume must be school appropri-
ate.  

Hi-Point Offers an 
Incogneto 
Alternative to 
Homecoming

by Morgan Smith



It’s Better 
to Just Enjoy 
the View

by David Bruce

by Aryn Angel

Sitting there in the rain, I watched a wed-
ding hurry on because everyone was get-
ting cold. The wedding was fun but when it 
comes to traveling somewhere, the rides to 
the location were almost my most favorite 
aspect out of the entire trip. 
 My Dad and I travelled about 
500 miles, 8 hours in all. The ride through 
Tennessee and North Carolina was very 
scenic. I saw the Smokey Mountains, a 
bunch of interesting rock formations, hills 
and mountains covered in trees. 
 Once we got to the Hotel, my Dad 
and I walked into a pre-wedding party. We 
got to the hotel at a late time so the food 
was cold when we got there, which was a 
little disappointing but it was something to 
fill our stomachs after that long trip. I saw 
nearly the entire family on my Dad’s side 
and a bunch of the groom’s family too. We 
only stayed for a little bit because we were 
tired. We spent the rest of the night watch-
ing a B-Movie; one of the many Godzilla 
movies. 
 The next day, my uncle talked to 
me about when he was in the military. He 
explained how he used explosives to do 
some funny and cool stuff. At 3pm it was 
time to go to the wedding. The driver for 
a mini-bus said “The trip will take about 
20 minutes.” The trip took an hour. One 
long hour of driving up a mountain with 
many twists and curves (ugh). It also was 
raining and windy at the wedding chapel, 
which meant cold air. The wedding had to 
be shortened due to the weather, but it was 
still beautiful. 
 The after-party was too loud, but 
the food was good and plentiful. Seeing 
people dance was funny, and just seeing my 
aunt happy was making me happy. After 
the party, it’s just sleeping for me. 
 It was a good wedding, may have 
been cold and rainy, but it was good. The 
trip back was still as interesting as the trip 
there, but it felt faster than the first trip 
there. We stopped at a fireworks store in 
Kentucky and bought $70 worth of fire-
works, let me tell you, I think I found a new 
pastime…

Queen for 
a Day 
(or Two)
Never in a million years would have 
thought to be nominated to be on my high 
school’s Homecoming court. Everyone tells 
me that I’m a nice and caring girl. Usually 
you are known to be popular and known by 
everyone, and I didn’t really think enough 
people in this school knew me like that. So, 
when I was called to the library to fill out a 
paper for Queen candidate, I was obvious-
ly surprised that I had just been voted on 
top 5 for THE Queen. Now top 5 was very 
surprising but imagine how I felt when I 
was voted on the top 3...wow. When I was 
voted on top 3.  
 The parade was first, I got to have 
my own car and dress up all nice, the pa-
rade led to the school where we walked the 
football field and announced our names to 
everyone so they could get a feel for what 
Friday night would be like. Next was the 
football game. While in the parade it really 
hit me that I had just been voted by my 
school to be a queen candidate and it was 
the best feeling in the world. I had never 
been so honored and humbled to be chosen 
to represent BHS schools in this way. 
 Friday night had finally come the 
day we all found out the queen. I had real-
ized that I’m already top 3, so in my book 
I’m a winner. As we all walk down the field 
and stand in our positions, he announces 
“And your 2019 homecoming queen is...
Aryn Angel!” You should have seen the 
look on my face. How In the world did I 
just win Homecoming Queen? I was so 
shocked. For Homecoming Queen the best 
part is the football game, I didn’t even care 
about the dance anymore. I was so very 
proud of myself. When you are nominat-
ed for such a big title it makes you realize 
that you are doing the school thing right. I 
love to make others smile and laugh. It’s an 
amazing feeling and I’m glad I got to have 
such an amazing experience my senior year 
of high school.

This Week in 
Hi-Life History

October 27, 1949:
Charlotte Hudson was named Homecoming 
Queen, “crowned and kissed by Captain Junior 
Cira.” Captain Stinebaugh from 
Wapakoneta gave her a bouquet of mums and 
was also rewarded with a kiss. 

With Halloween upcoming, students are 
warned about such fun as “ringing doorbells 
and throwing corn.” 

Dick Sloan’s orchestra provided music for the 
Homecoming Dance. 

In fashion news, “checked hats are really quite 
a hit, but will they ever take the place of ball 
caps and ‘be-bop’ hats? “

More people should ask Chuck Beatty to show 
off his Yo-Yo tricks. 

“Why don’t the cute male cheerleaders give 
the sophomore girls a break by dating?” 

The Allen Duo from Hollywood stopped at the 
school to demonstrate how they make sound 
effects in the movies. 

Question of the week: What would you do 
if there were a 25th hour in the day. Most 
answered sleep or play football. 

Mr. Lautenbach had a study session at his 
house, but this only lasted an hour and a half 
because the students talked too much. 

Mr. Graham from the Bellefontaine Examiner 
thinks Hi-Life is outstanding in its 
photographic work.
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